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ANNUAL REPORT 



The twenty-third annual meeting of the Society was 
held in Cambridge, at the house of Professor Norton, 
on May 17, 1904. The officers of the previous year 
were reelected with two exceptions : in place of Professor 
Geddes, whose term had expired, Mr. Alain Campbell 
White was made a member of the Council; and Professor 
Sheldon was chosen vice president in place of Professor 
Carpenter, who declined a reelection. Professors Josselyn 
and McKenzie were appointed to represent the Society 
as its delegates at the festival in commemoration of 
Petrarch to be held at Arezzo in July, 1904. 

Professor Sheldon, the editor of the Concordance to 
Dante's Minor Italian Works, presented a report which 
has already been laid before the members of the Society 
in printed form. At the present date of writing the work 
of publication has been nearly completed, and the Con- 
cordance is about to be issued to subscribers. It will 
be a substantial addition to the resources of Dante 
scholarship, and in making such publications possible 
the Society is fulfilling one of the main objects for 
which it exists. While both the credit and the respon- 
sibility for the work belong chiefly to Professor Sheldon 
and Mr. White, who revised the whole body of material 
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and put it in final shape, many members of the Society 
will be glad to recall that they have had some share in 
the compilation. 

Another evidence of the activity of the Society is sub- 
mitted to members with the present Report The Dante 
Collection in the Harvard College Library has been 
steadily enlarged both through annual appropriations 
from the treasury and through the gifts, sometimes con- 
siderable in amount, of individual members. The list 
of accessions now compiled by the Librarian covers a 
period of eight years. It is the belief of the Council 
that these lists, which have been published from time to 
time, serve a twofold purpose. Besides making known 
to students of Dante not residing near Cambridge what 
books are accessible in the Harvard Library, they also 
constitute, when used with Mr. Koch's catalogue of the 
collection at Cornell University, a valuable general bib- 
liography of Dante literature. With the next list the 
Librarian intends to print a subject index of all the 
accessions received since 1890. 

The Secretary regrets to state that no essays were 
offered for the Dante Prize in 1904. 

FRED NORRIS ROBINSON, 

For the Council. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
May 13, 1905. 



